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Source: the Association of African American Museums (AAAM) 2008 comprehensive survey 
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• Site was home to Decatur’s segregated African 
American public schools – Herring Street 
School, Beacon Elementary, and Trinity High 
School

• Now a recreation center, with the existing gym, 
library and school building as a “living 
museum.” 

• Original building facades facing the adjacent 
neighborhood corner were preserved while 
creating a new gym at the street level.

• A courtyard offering children a sheltered and 
private place to gather, play, and learn.

• A basketball court and gymnasium.
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• Heritage exhibits throughout the 
complex.

• Open houses and tours. 

• Community events, performances, 
and movies on the lawn.

• After school and weekend programs

• Incubator space for non-profit 
groups and local artists.

• “Sidewalk Saturdays”





•

•

•





71%

29%





Source: 
latimes.com/entertainment/arts/culture/la-et-cm-california-african-american-museum-
charmaine-jefferson-director-20140717-story.html
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• Traveling exhibitions
• Talks and workshops
• Docent-led collection tours
• After-hours museum summer nights
• Children’s crafts

• Needle-work, sketching, collage and 
zine-making workshops

• Heritage/community days
• Genealogy workshops
• Art poetry and performances

• Film screenings
• Queensfest 2019 (educating, 

entertaining, and empowering young 
creative women of color)
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Sources: Guidestar- AWC-AAC 990 completed in 2015;
post-gazette.com/business/2014/11/05/Dollar-Bank-sells-August-Wilson-Center-to-three-Pittsburgh-foundations/stories/201411050250
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• Exhibitions and receptions
• Theater performances
• Artist talks and workshops
• Art-making

• Community programs
• Panel discussions on race
• Poetry and writing workshops
• Book signings

• Youth summer camps
• Concerts and performances 

(including the Pittsburgh 
International Jazz Festival)
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SOUTH CAROLINA CONNECTIONS



TEMPORARY GALLERY



CENTER FOR FAMILY HISTORY



CAROLINA GOLD



• Permanent historical exhibitions 
(Atlantic Connections Gallery)

• Temporary exhibitions

• Film screenings
• Community events
• “Studio Time” workshops

• Lectures and performances
• Dialogue sessions and workshops
• …More TBD









1. Find your group 

2. Select a Group Reporter and Recorder

3. Discuss the following questions: 

• What benefits would an African American Cultural Center 
bring to the city of Long Beach? Tangible (services, 
revenue, etc.) and intangible (pride, legacy, etc.)

• What should be the primary components of the AACC 
that reflect the consultation outcomes?

4. Report back

YOUR TURN: Group Discussions
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